Psychology Syllabus
Instructor:  Mike Keith

Office:  Martin Wing, Room 207

Home Phone:  785-472-3309

E-Mail:  mkeith@usd327.org
Textbook:  McMahon, Judith and Romano, Tony.  “Psychology and You,” (3rd edition), National Textbook company: Chicago, 2000.

Course Requirements:

· Exams (these include chapter, midterm and final)

· Research Paper

· Book Report

· Daily Classroom Work

Methods of Instruction:


I will treat this class in the same manner that is similar to a college course.  YOU, the student, will be responsible for your own learning and yes you will be expected to do work both inside and OUTSIDE this classroom.  This is a theory driven content and you will be asked to engage in group participation quite frequently in this class.  Methods of class instruction may include but are not limited to: instructor lectures (graphic organizers), student lectures, audiovisual, class discussion, group work, research, experiments, and guest speakers.

Methods of Evaluation:

· All of the course requirements will be graded and included in the final grade.  I operate on a total point scale; nothing is weighted, so obviously exams will be worth more than daily work.

· Grading Scale

A= 90-100%

B= 80-90 %

C= 70-80%

D= 60-70%

F= 59% and below

Additional Information:

Research Paper:  Students will be asked to prepare a minimum four-page research paper over a topic in Psychology.  The topic choice will be student generated but MUST be pre-approved by the instructor.  No two students may choose the same topic.

There are endless possibilities to research.  It is essential that students find an area that is interesting and something they would like to learn more about.  All papers must include a title page, an introduction, citing your sources in the body of your paper according to APA style, page numbers on each page, a conclusion and a separate page for your bibliography.  You must have at LEAST 3 PROFESSIONAL sources.  The research paper is worth 300 points.
Rough Draft due:  First class after Thanksgiving Break
Final Draft due:  December 13th, 2010
Book Reports:  A list of possible books to read will be given to students.  Over the course of the semester, each student will read a book related to an area of psychology.  A book report or an oral presentation will be presented as a culminating activity.  Reports will be worth 100 points.

Professionalism:  Each student will be expected to produce quality written work.  It must be written according to American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines.  Information cited should come from professional literature sources.  All written work should be word-processed, double-spaced with 1 ½ inch margins.  Text font size should be 10 or 12, with page numbers on the bottom of every page but the title page and page 1. 

Plagiarism:  Using someone else’s efforts and claiming them as your own is not only un-ethical but can be very damaging to your grade.  Any instance of plagiarism in your  written work will result in a zero grade for that assignment!  Tell me your thoughts and not claim responsibility for someone else’s ideas.

Extra Credit Opportunities:

Literature Reviews:  Students may complete two professional literature reviews, one for each nine weeks.  These reviews should include bibliographic information cited according to APA style, a brief summary of the article and the student’s thoughts, comments, criticisms, etc.  (at least one word processed page in length but no longer than two)  Criterion for grading will include appropriate grammar usage and the ability to express ideas and support them logically.  Each literature summary is worth 20 extra credit points.  All articles need to be approved by the instructor in advance!

Notebook:  Students are expected to keep and maintain a 3-ring binder notebook that may be turned in towards the end of the semester.  It will be a cumulative project of your efforts throughout the year.  Notebooks are expected to be in NEAT order and sections being divided from one another.  I would suggest using the “tab’ style of divider that you can purchase at Alco for less than a dollar.  Your different sections should include: (Notes, Section Reviews/Previews, Exams, Experiments, Professional Articles, Rough and Final Draft of your Research paper.)  Notebooks are worth 30 extra credit points.
If you have any questions at all my door is always open.  Enjoy the semester, but please remember, in this class as in life, you receive what you decide to put into your efforts.  Don’t sell yourself short and aim high!
