COURSE SYLLABUS-U.S. HISTORY-SPRING 2010
TEXT:  PH America: Pathways to the Present, PH U.S. History: Modern America, & various other materials
MATERIALS NEEDED:  Spiral notebook (no fringes) and blue or black pen, books & handouts-bring to each class
CLASS DESCRIPTION:  This is a 2 semester required survey course over the history of the United States, with a focus on the development of 20th and 21st Century America.  A student that completes this course will be presented with ideas and factors from our past to explain the world we live in today.  We will attempt to connect our past experiences with issues facing the United States today.  Topics of focus include: Revolution, the Constitution, Civil War, Growth of Industrial America, World Wars, Prosperity and Depression in the interwar years, the Cold War, Post-Cold War, and 21st Century America.  Course content will be based on textbook, lectures, discussions, assigned readings, etc.
RULES:  Read the Student Handbook to know the rules.  I expect courtesy as well as acceptance of others-discussions, group work, opinions, etc. You are to be seated by the time the bell rings, and remain seated in class until released by me.  No food or drinks, except water, will be allowed in class.  Additional rules may be applied if the need arises.

ATTENDANCE:  Students will be rewarded for good semester attendance (in addition to benefitting from daily class participation).  2 of those rewards are outlined below.

(1) Each student will be eligible for 30 points of extra credit, to be added to their grade on May 27th depending on semester attendance.  At the end of the semester, 5 points will be deducted from your extra credit total for every absence (school activities and funerals exempt on #1).  Students with more than 5 absences will forfeit all of the above extra credit points in May.  

(2) You may be eligible to use a 4x6 note card on the end of semester final based on attendance.  Grades will be calculated as of May 25th for one of the 3 options below.  Monitoring this and maintaining the proper grade will be solely your responsibility, as it is subject to change even on May 25th.  Student must have no out-standing assignments to use note card on the final (in your own hand writing) as detailed below.

**Students having an A average (90.0% as of May 25) & 5 or less absences/tardies/partials will be given the option to 

    use a note card with their own handwritten notes on the semester final.  Certain activity absences do not count.

**Students having a B average (80.0% as of May 25) & 3 or less absences/tardies/partials will be given the option to 

    use a note card with their own handwritten notes on the semester final.  Certain activity absences do not count.

**Any student having 2 or fewer absences/tardies/partials during the semester, regardless of passing grade (over 

    60.0% as of May 25), will be allowed to use a note card with their own handwritten notes on the final.  

GRADING:  I will grade according to how well you fulfilled the assignment and the knowledge shown within the assignment.  You will also be graded on input and attitude-working in groups, discussions, etc.  For every assignment and test there will be a set number of points, with no weighting of grades.  Grades will be figured to the nearest tenth of a percent, and will not be rounded up.  I will expect application, not recitement, of facts and ideas, whether it is a test, paper, or homework.  If I get papers that seem too similar, I will either re-assign the work for partial credit or not give credit at all; don't make me wonder if you did your own work.  Grades will be posted on the board weekly.  I will also expect you to monitor your grade on the Infinite Campus system, or with me, especially if you desire to use your notes on the final.  Make sure to check for missing assignments after an absence.
DAILY ASSIGNMENTS:  You will be expected to complete all readings, worksheets, reviews, papers, projects, etc. as assigned.  A daily homework or reading quiz can be expected.  You will be expected to use complete sentences for all assignments, unless instructed otherwise.  Failure to do this will result in a loss of points.  You may also be graded on notes taken in class as well as participation.  If you miss a class period, YOU will be responsible for getting any make-up work and having it completed on the date due, the same as everyone else in class.  If you don’t, the paper will be scored late.  If you are late turning in an assignment, you will have 2 class periods to get it turned in for a maximum of half credit.  After this time, it will be recorded as a permanent ‘zero’.  Late papers and papers handed in with no name will either receive a grade dock or no credit will be given.
AR READING:  Throughout the course of the year, you will read American History related books of your choice.  After reading, you will need to complete and pass an AR test (70%).  The EHS library has quite a selection, with over 150 AR historical fiction and nonfiction titles.  This will be a 50 point AR assignment entered at the end of the fall semester and again at the end of the spring semester.  Each AR point earned for a historical fiction book will be worth 5 points in the gradebook.  Each AR point earned for a historical nonfiction book will be worth 8 points in the gradebook. A student may not re-use books from fall to spring.  Deadline for AR points to be completed is December 18th (Fall) and May 21st (Spring).
TESTS:  We will have several tests throughout the semester with quizzes mixed in.  There will also be a comprehensive final at the end of the semester.  Tests & quizzes may include any of the following:  Matching, True/False, Multiple Choice, Short Answer, Essay, Problem Solving, etc.  With the essay and short answer sections, I won’t grade on the amount written, but will be looking for certain facts/ideas covered in class with your input added.  
EXTRA WORK:  You will be presented with several opportunities/options for gaining extra points, which will need to relate to American history, be cleared by me first, and completed by December 18th (Fall) and May 21st (Spring).  The number of points available will vary according to difficulty, but will not exceed 30 points.  While the requirements for each of these below will vary, you will be graded just as a regular assignment-poorly done work will actually bring your grade down.  Be sure to OK the assignment with me first.  

1.  AR Tests-A student can read and do additional AR tests once they’ve achieved the assigned points mentioned above.  Students who 


     want to do multiple tests will have to alternate between historical fiction and nonfiction.  5 points for each test passed, 6 books max.

2.  Letter-Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper or a public official, contemporary or historical (OK’d by me). (10 pts)

3.  Presentation-Make a short presentation to the class on an approved topic. (Points vary depending on difficulty)

4.  Poster-Create an American History-related poster, approved by me. (10)

5.  Editorial Cartoon Analysis-3 Parts:  1-Give a summary (w/ necessary background info) 2-artist’s intention & 3-your interpretation (can’t be repetitious). This can include editorial cartoons from the past.  (10)

6.  Compare/Contrast Project-Compare and contrast a contemporary issue or leader with example(s) from the past.  How are they 

     similar?  How are they different?  A student will be graded on detailed substance and accuracy of analysis.  Cite all resources.

7.  Historical Document Research/Analysis/Rewriting-approved by me. (Points vary depending on difficulty)
      
8.  Election/History Related Activities/Work

9.  Other-Any other ideas for further work/research into American History-related topics.  I am open to your suggestions!!
OBJECTIVES:  These are concepts that we will have covered over the course of this semester.  You should be able to:

1.  Explain the causes of the Revolution and reasons for independence.  
2.  Describe the differences between the Articles of Confederation and the US Constitution.

3.  Define Manifest Destiny.

4.  Explain the positive and negative impact of industrialization on the U.S. and the world.

5.  Describe the effect that our 42 Presidents have had on U.S. policy, successes, and failures.

6.  Explain how international relations have impacted the U.S.

7.  Explain/compare the Monroe Doctrine and the Roosevelt Corollary.

     
8.  Identify the successes and failures of U.S. domestic policy.

     
9.  Tell why slavery was described as a "necessary evil".

     
10.  Reasons for and results of the Civil War-short and long term.

     
11.  Identify areas of expansion of the U.S. from 1789 to the present day.

12.  Explain different ways that the U.S. has attempted to resolve conflict by using both force and negotiations.

13.  Explain how empires of Europe set the stage for World War I, and how WWI caused WWII and how these effected U.S. foreign 
        policy.

14.  Reasons for the roaring 20s and the depression of the 30s.

15.  U.S. vs. U.S.S.R. and the Race for space.

16.  Cold War “playgrounds”-Korea and Vietnam

17.  The turbulent 1960s-worldwide

18.  Watergate to “Clinton-gate” to -the ever-changing face of U.S. politics in the late 20th & early 21st Centuries
19.  Reagan years and legacy

20.  Desert Storm and U.S. role in the Middle East.

21.  Understand the impact of containment on the U.S. foreign policy, and how acting on this policy divided the nation at times, and united it in others.

21.  Play "What if..." in certain historical situations-for example-"What if" Lincoln hadn't been elected to a second term in 1864?

     
22.  Appreciate the fact that all of these events have worked together to give us the country we have today.

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE:


1.  Our Nation’s Beginnins-from Colonies to Revolution in the 1770s


2.  Growth & Reform-1800-1850s


3.  Civil War & Reconstruction of our Union


4.  Expansion-territorial, industrial, population


5.  World War 1


6.  Prosperity and Depression-1920s and 1930s


7.  World War 2


8.  Cold War-U.S. vs. U.S.S.R.


9.  Truman Doctrine and Korea


10.  Vietnam-military and social impact on America


11.  The changing face of our government-1960s to present


12.  End of the Cold War


13.  America’s new challenges-1990s to present


14.  Post 9/11 World

This is your first assignment:  Take this syllabus home.  Have your parents review it and sign below, then return to me by January 11th.  Mom/Dad, if there are any questions about the class, feel free to contact me (472-4471) or email at ecoonrod@usd327.org.

Student Name_____________________________
Parent Signature___________________________
Revised January 2010

