COURSE SYLLABUS/OUTLINE-CURRENT ISSUES SPRING 2010
TEXT:  NY Times UpFront Magazine and other various assorted materials
MATERIALS NEEDED:  Spiral notebook-preferably with pockets, blue or black ball point pen, magazine, handouts 

 and magazines-bring these every day.
CLASS DESCRIPTION:  This is a study of current items in the news.  We will examine not only the news, but the reasons for why the news is happening.  Notable topics will include:  Elections, conflict in the Middle East, Problems in Africa and Asia, challenges within the United States, & the United Nations, in addition to other news items that may occur.  Class will consist of lectures/notes, map work, videos, group activities, presentations, discussions, and ?.

RULES:  Read the Student Handbook to know the rules.  I will expect courtesy as well as acceptance of others-discussions, group work, opinions, etc.  You are to be seated by the time the bell rings, and you will be expected to remain seated until released from class by me.  Expect a seating arrangement within the first couple of weeks.  No food or drinks, except water, will be permitted.  Additional rules may be applied if the need arises.

ATTENDANCE:  Students will be rewarded for good semester attendance (in addition to benefitting from daily class participation).  Each student will be eligible for 30 points of extra credit, to be added to their grade on May 27th depending on semester attendance.  At the end of the semester, 5 points will be deducted from your extra credit total for every absence (school activities and funerals exempt).  Students with more than 5 absences will forfeit all of the above extra credit points in May.  

GRADING:  I will grade according to how well you fulfilled the assignment and the knowledge shown within the assignment.  You will also be graded on input and attitude-working in groups, discussions, etc.  There is no weighting of grades.  What this means is that each grade will be worth a set number of points, and the number of points you receive will be what goes in the book.  Application, not recitement, of facts and ideas will be expected, whether it is a test, paper, or homework.  If I get papers that seem too similar, I will either re-assign the work or not give credit; don't make me wonder if you did your own work.  I will also expect you to monitor your grade on the Infinite Campus system or with me.
DAILY ASSIGNMENTS:  You will be expected to complete all readings, worksheets, reviews, etc. as assigned.  If we get lax on this, I may give a pop quiz.  You will be expected to use complete sentences for all assignments, unless instructed otherwise.  Failure to do this will result in a loss of points.  You may also be graded on notes taken in class and participation.  If you miss a class period, you will be responsible for getting any make-up work and having it completed on the date due, the same as everyone else in class.  If you are late turning in an assignment, you will have until the end of the following week to get it turned in for a maximum of half credit.  After this time, it will be recorded as a permanent ‘zero’.  Late papers and papers handed in with no name will either receive a grade dock or no credit will be given.
PAPERS/PROJECTS:  There will be regular papers and projects assigned throughout the course of the semester, with 2 major projects, 1 at mid-term, 1 at end of semester.  Grades will be effected by the quality of the work-spelling, grammar, etc.  Specific details will be given when assigned.
TESTS/QUIZZES:  We will try for a quiz every 2? or 3? weeks.  Tests and quizzes will consist of:  Matching, True/False, ID, Multiple Choice, Short Answer, Essay, Problem Solving, Maps, etc.  With the essay and short answer sections, I won't grade on the amount written, but will be looking for certain facts and ideas covered in class with your own input added.  Quizzes will frequently take on the form of a summary and reaction writing to articles assigned for the week.
OBJECTIVES:  These are concepts that we will have covered over the course of the year, using UpFront Magazine and other sources.  You should be able to:


  1.  Explain the main causes of the Arab-Israeli conflict.


  2.  Trace the development of the War in Iraq.


  3.  Identify roots, aims, and applications of terrorism.


  4.  Identify the reasons for the current situations in many African and Asian nations.


  5.  Identify world & national leaders, including U.N.

  6.  Describe challenges facing the United States and other nations around the world.


  7.  Know the locations of countries in the news around the world.


  8.  Identify US officials and their duties.

  9.  Recall vital parts of the US Constitution and Amendments and the importance of the rule of law.


10.  Follow the events and results of the 2008 Election, as well as President elect Obama.


11.  Be familiar with news stories from around the U.S. and Kansas.


12.  Know the various wars the U.S. has participated in, causes, and results


13.  Locate reliable sources of news and be able to interpret editorial cartoons.
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