COURSE SYLLABUS-ECONOMICS SPRING 2012
TEXT:  Glencoe’s Economics:  Principles & Practices as well as various other materials
MATERIALS NEEDED: Spiral notebook (no fringes), blue/black pen, non-graphing calculator, books & handouts-bring each day
CLASS DESCRIPTION:  This is a study of the fundamentals of macro- & micro-economic theory and the factors that drive not only our economy, but other systems around the world.  Notable topics:  supply and demand, economists, policy leaders, theory, monetary system, etc.  Class will consist of lectures/notes, videos, group activities, discussions, periodical readings, and ??.

RULES:  Read the Student Handbook to know the rules.  I will expect courtesy as well as acceptance of others with discussions, group work, opinions, etc.  You are to be seated by the time the bell rings, and remain seated until released by me.  No drinks except water in a clear bottle will be allowed in class.  Additional rules may be applied if needed.
ATTENDANCE:  Students will be rewarded for good semester attendance (in addition to benefitting from daily class participation).  2 of those rewards are outlined below.

(1) Each student will be eligible for 25 points of extra credit based on attendance, to be added to their grade on May 24th.  At the end of the semester, 5 points will be deducted from your extra credit total for every absence (school activities & funerals exempt for #1).  Students with over 4 absences will forfeit all of the above extra credit points in May. (2) You may also be eligible to use a 4x6 note card on the end of semester final.  Grades will be calculated as of May 18th for one of the 3 options below.  Monitoring this and maintaining the proper grade will be solely your responsibility, as it is subject to change even on May 18th.  Student must have no out-standing assignments to use note card on the final (in your own hand writing) as detailed below.

**Students having an A average (90.0% as of May 18) & 5 or less absences/tardies/partials will be given the option to 

    use a note card with their own handwritten notes on the semester final.  Certain activity absences do not count.

**Students having a B average (80.0% as of May 18) & 3 or less absences/tardies/partials will be given the option to 

    use a note card with their own handwritten notes on the semester final.  Certain activity absences do not count.

**Any student having 2 or fewer absences/tardies/partials during the semester, regardless of passing grade (over 

    60.0% as of May 18), will be allowed to use a note card with their own handwritten notes on the final.  
GRADING:  I will grade according to how well you fulfilled the assignment and the knowledge shown within the assignment.  You will also be graded on input and attitude-working in groups, discussions, etc.  For every assignment and test there will be a set number of points, with no weighting of grades.  Grades will be figured to the nearest tenth of a percent, and will not be rounded up.  I will expect application, not recitement, of facts and ideas, whether it is a test, paper, or homework.  If I get papers that seem too similar, I will either re-assign the work or not give credit; don't make me wonder if you did your own work.  Grades will be posted on the board weekly.  I will also expect you to monitor your grade on the Infinite Campus system, or with me, especially if you desire to use your notes on the final.  Make sure to check for missing assignments after an absence.
DAILY ASSIGNMENTS:  You will be expected to complete all readings, worksheets, reviews, papers, projects, etc. as assigned.  A daily homework or reading quiz can be expected.  You will be expected to use complete sentences for all assignments, unless instructed otherwise.  Failure to do this will result in a loss of points.  You may also be graded on notes taken in class as well as participation.  If you miss a class period, YOU will be responsible for getting any make-up work and having it completed on the date due, the same as everyone else in class.  If you don’t, the paper will be scored late.  If you are late turning in an assignment, you will have 2 class periods to get it turned in for a maximum of half credit.  After this time, it will be recorded as a permanent ‘zero’.  Late papers and papers handed in with no name will either receive a grade dock or no credit will be given.

ECONOMIC CURRENT EVENTS:  There will be a current events report due at the beginning of class every Friday (or the last day of the week, depending on the schedule) over the topic of my choice.  Late Current Events will not be accepted.  These can be found in newspapers, magazines, internet, or the news on TV.  The heading should consist of your name, the date, the assignment (Current Event), source (name and date).  The first paragraph (at least 4 sentences) or two is to be a summary of the article/program telling me what the main ideas are.  The last paragraph or two is a chance for you to react to the information-how does this effect/apply to economics and what we’re studying, how does this effect you, what effects will it have on society, etc.  You’ll need to hand in a hard copy containing the URL of any online article used.
TESTS:  We will try for 7-8 Unit Tests throughout the semester with quizzes mixed in.  There will also be a comprehensive final at the end of the semester.  Tests & quizzes may include any of the following:  Matching, True/False, Multiple Choice, Short Answer, Essay, Reading, Problem Solving, Graphing, etc.  With the essay and short answer sections, I won’t grade on the amount written, but will be looking for certain facts and ideas covered in class with your input added.
**If you aren’t able to take a test on the day the test is given, regardless of the reason, the make-up test will consist entirely of 
    essay questions.  Exceptions can be made on the final if a student qualifies for the note card option.

PROJECTS: From time to time you will be assigned an economics based project to research and report on.  You will be graded not only on grammar and organization, but on the informational content as well.  More information to come as we get closer to each assignment.

EXTRA WORK:  You will be presented with several opportunities/options for gaining extra points to boost your grade, which will need to relate to economics, be cleared by me first, and completed by May 18th.  The number of points available will vary according to difficulty, but will probably not exceed 30 points.  While the requirements for each of these below will vary, you will be graded just as a regular assignment-poorly done work will actually bring your grade down.  Be sure to OK the assignment with me first.  

      1.  Letter-Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper or a public official (OK’d by me first). (1)

      2.  Presentation-Make a short presentation to the class on an approved topic. (1)

      3.  Poster-Create an economics-related poster, approved by me. (1)

      4.  Cartoon Analysis-3 paragraphs-(1) Give summary (with vital background info), (2) describe cartoon, and artist’s intention & (3) your interpretation and reaction (no redundancy).
      5.  Article Review-Read a magazine or newspaper article relating to economics and give a written 1 page summary and reaction/interpretation to the information presented.  Be sure to attach copy of article. (1)
      6.  Register to Vote-This is actually extra credit-Register & give valid written explanation for your party choice.
      7.  Test Score Bonus-High test score in class=+3 extra credit in May, 2nd high=+2 extra credit, 3rd high=+1 extra credit
      8.  Election/Government/Economics Related Activities/Work
      9.  Other-Any other ideas for further work/research into economics-related topics-research papers, projects, personal finance, 
etc. (1)

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE:
8 Units, which will consist of all of the following and other concepts as needed:
1.  Fundamentals (Ch. 1 Concepts)



*Key terms important to a survey of Economics

2.  Supply & Demand (Ch. 4 & 5)



*Causes & effects of plentiful or scarce supply or demand



*Different measures of elastic demand or supply.

3.  Prices & Decision Making (Ch. 6)



*How does price setting effect supply &/or demand?



*Advantages/Disadvantages of Pricing System and Ration System.

4.  Differing Market Structures (Ch. 7)



*4 types of market structures: pure competition, monopolistic competition, oligopoly, & monopoly



*Reasons for and solutions to the failure of the free market competition

5.  Sources of Government Revenue-Taxes (Ch. 9)



*Reasons for taxes, the amounts raised, economic impact of higher or lower taxes

6.  Money & Banking (Ch. 11)





*Evolution & development of currency as a means of exchange and the resulting banking system
7.  Federal Reserve System & Monetary Policy (Ch. 15)


*Role of the Fed in stabilizing the value of currency


8.  International Trade (Ch. 17)



*U.S. trade deficits, comparative advantages and benefits and drawbacks of outsourcing

9.  Comparing Different Economic Systems (Ch. 18)


*Compare and Contrast capitalism, socialism, and communism

Revised-January 2012
This is your first assignment:  Take this syllabus home.  Have your parents review it and sign below, and return to me by January 6th.  Mom/Dad, if there are any questions about the class, feel free to contact me (472-4471) or email at ecoonrod@usd327.org.
Student Name_________________________________
Parent Signature_________________________________ Best way to contact you?____________________________
