American Government

Semester Outline

5 Units:


1.  Foundations of American Government (Ch. 1-4 Concepts)



*Government Theory & Types


*Historic Documents-Dec. of Independence, Art. of Conf., Preamble, Constitution, etc.



*Focus on American quest for freedom, including background


*Key Vocab Terms


2.  Legislative Branch (Ch. 10-12)


*Terms, Qualifications-formal & informal, Salary, etc.


*Powers & duties


*People-leadership, etc.



*Passing Legislation


3.  Executive Branch (Ch. 13-17)


*Terms, Qualifications-formal & informal, Salary, Duties, etc.


*Selection of President, disability, & succession



*Administration-Cabinet, leaders, etc.


*Government Financing (time permitting)


*U.S. Foreign Policy-Peacetime & Wartime (time permitting)

4.  Judicial Branch & Rights


*Background (need for courts) & Jurisdiction


*Names, Terms & Appointment



*Selection of Important Cases



*Bill of Rights Interpretation-Civil Rights & Civil Liberties



*Challenges of Diversity

5.  Other Governments (Wrap-Up)



*Compare the U.S. system with other systems of the world



*State and Local governments-systems, people
