COURSE SYLLABUS-SOCIOLOGY-FALL 2011
TEXT:  HRW Sociology:  The Study of Human Relationships & various other materials
MATERIALS NEEDED:  Spiral notebook-preferably with pockets (no fringes) and blue or black pen, books and handouts-bring to each class
CLASS DESCRIPTION:  To gain a better understanding of the world in which we live, we will identify not only the basics of human social interaction, but also the differences in societies and cultures around the world.  This will include the study of history, sociologists, world cultures, role of governments, social classes, demographics, etc.  Class will consist of lectures/notes, videos, group activities, discussions, and ??.

RULES:  Read the Student Handbook to know the rules.  I will expect courtesy as well as acceptance of others-discussions, group work, opinions, etc. You are to be seated by the time the bell rings, and remain seated in class until released by me.  No food or drinks except water in a clear bottle will be allowed.  Additional rules may be applied if the need arises.

ATTENDANCE:  Students will be rewarded for good semester attendance (in addition to benefitting from daily class participation).  Each student will be eligible for 25 points of extra credit based on attendance, to be added to their grade on Dec 21st.  At the end of the semester, 5 points will be deducted from your extra credit total for every absence (school activities & funerals exempt).
GRADING:  I will grade according to how well you fulfilled the assignment and the knowledge shown within the assignment.  You will also be graded on input and attitude-working in groups, discussions, etc.  For every assignment and test there will be a set number of points, with no weighting of grades.  Grades will be figured to the nearest tenth of a percent, and will not be rounded up.  I will expect application, not recitement, of facts and ideas, whether it is a test, paper, or homework.  If I get papers that seem too similar, I will either re-assign the work or not give credit; don't make me wonder if you did your own work.  Grades will be posted on the board weekly.  I will also expect you to monitor your grade on the Infinite Campus system, or with me, especially if you desire to use your notes on the final.  Make sure to check for missing assignments after an absence.

DAILY ASSIGNMENTS:  You will be expected to complete all readings, worksheets, reviews, papers, projects, etc. as assigned.  A daily homework or reading quiz can be expected.  You will be expected to use complete sentences for all assignments, unless instructed otherwise.  Failure to do this will result in a loss of points.  You may also be graded on notes taken in class as well as participation.  If you miss a class period, YOU will be responsible for getting any make-up work and having it completed on the date due, the same as everyone else in class.  If you don’t, the paper will be scored late.  If you are late turning in an assignment, you will have 2 class periods to get it turned in for a maximum of half credit.  After this time, it will be recorded as a permanent ‘zero’.  Late papers and papers handed in with no name will either receive a grade dock or no credit will be given.

PROJECTS/RESEARCH:  You will be assigned a sociology based project to research and report on this semester.  You will be graded not only on grammar and organization, but on the informational content as well.  There will be other projects assigned as well.  More information to come as we get closer to each assignment.  Topics for research will be: 

-Crime & punishment in the U.S.
-Race in the U.S. and the world, role of discrimination and/or white supremacy
-Religion

-Cuisine & foods as reflection of culture

-Languages around the world

-Role of history on a specific culture

-Influence of colonialism

-Violence and violent crime in the U.S. and the world

-Anything else?? Don’t feel limited by this short list…personalize this project and come up with your own 

  topic!
TESTS:  We will try for 5-6 Unit Tests throughout the semester with quizzes mixed in.  There will also be a comprehensive final at the end of the semester.  Tests & quizzes may include any of the following:  Matching, True/False, Multiple Choice, Short Answer, Essay, Problem Solving, etc.  With the essay and short answer sections, I won’t grade on the amount written, but will be looking for certain facts and ideas covered in class with your input added. 
EXTRA WORK:  You will be presented with several opportunities/options for gaining extra points to boost your grade, which will need to relate to economics, be cleared by me first, and completed by Dec 16th.  The number of points available will vary according to difficulty, but will probably not exceed 30 points.  While the requirements for each of these below will vary, you will be graded just as a regular assignment-poorly done work will actually bring your grade down.  Be sure to OK the assignment with me first.  
      1.  AR Reading-Read & pass (80%) AR test over a fiction or non-fiction book related to sociology or topics covered in class. (max of 2)
      2.  Presentation-Make a short presentation to the class on an approved topic. (1)

      3.  Poster-Create a sociology-related poster, approved by me. (1)

      4.  Cartoon Analysis-3 paragraphs-(1) Give summary (with vital background info), (2) describe cartoon, and artist’s intention & (3) your interpretation and reaction (no redundancy).

      5.  Article Review-Read a magazine or newspaper article relating to sociology and give a written 1 page summary and reaction/interpretation to the information presented.  Be sure to attach copy of article. (1)

      6.  Other-Any other ideas for further work/research into sociology-related topics-research papers, projects, experiments, 
group studies, etc. (1)

OBJECTIVES:  These are concepts that we will have covered over the course of the semester.  
You should be able to:


  1.  Define terms and phrases associated with the study of social interaction.

  2.  Describe concepts and theories fundamental to a study of Sociology.


  3.  Identify prominent Sociologists and their contributions to the study of society and group relations.


  4.  Understand the role of culture, family, and religion in Sociology.


  5.  Explain how social class, race, ethnicity, age & gender impact relationships among people & cultures.

  6.  Discuss the impact of socialization and deviance in society.


  7.  Explain why the study of Sociology is important in today’s world.

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE:

1.  Fundamentals-Culture and Social Structure (Ch. 1-4 Concepts)



*Sociology and it’s place in society-past and present.


*Basic components of culture, universals, and ethnocentrism.



*Cultural conformity and adaptation



*Social Structure, status, and interaction

2.  Socialization of the Individual and Deviant Behavior (Ch. 5 & 8)



*Personality Development-3 theories behind socialization, agents of socialization


*Nature of Deviance and the definition of crime.

3.  Social Inequality (Ch. 9 & 10)



*Social Stratification-social classes and poverty 



*Racial and Ethnic Relations-examining role of race and ethnicity, and the associated discrimination

4.  Social Institutions (Ch. 14)



*Sociology of Education and Religion-function and nature of each
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