COURSE SYLLABUS/OUTLINE-WORLD HISTORY

TEXT:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich's People and Nations and other various assorted materials
MATERIALS NEEDED:  Spiral notebook-preferably with pockets, blue or black ball point pen, book(s),   handouts-bring these every day.

CLASS DESCRIPTION:  This is a study of the history of the World from the early civilizations until the 20th century.  Class will be divided into two sections:  1st Semester-Ch. 1-15--early history through the 15/1600s, & 2nd Semester-Ch16-31--16/1700s to present.  Notable topics:  river valley civilizations, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages, Revolutions, Industrialization, wars, and the modern age.  Class will consist of lectures/notes, videos, group activities, discussions, & ?.

RULES:  Read the Student Handbook to know the rules.  I will expect courtesy as well as acceptance of others-discussions, group work, opinions, etc.  You are to be seated by the time the bell rings, and you will be expected to remain seated until released from class by me. No food or drinks will be allowed, except water.  Additional rules may be applied if the need arises.

GRADING:  I will grade according to how well you fulfilled the assignment and the knowledge shown within the assignment. You will also be graded on input and attitude-working in groups, discussions, etc.  There is no weighting of grades.  What this means is that each grade will be worth a set number of points, and the number of points you receive will be what goes in the book.  Application, not recitation, of facts and ideas will be expected, whether it is a test, paper, or homework.  If I get papers that seem too similar, I will either re-assign the work or not give credit; don't make me wonder if you did your own work.  

ATTENDANCE:  Students will be rewarded for good semester attendance (in addition to benefitting from daily class participation).  Each student will be eligible for 25 points of extra credit, to be added to their grade on May 26th depending on semester attendance.  At the end of the semester, 5 points will be deducted from your extra credit total for every absence (school activities and funerals exempt).  Students with more than 4 absences will forfeit all of the above extra credit points in May.  

DAILY ASSIGNMENTS:  You will be expected to complete all readings, worksheets, reviews, papers, projects, etc. as assigned.  You will be expected to use complete sentences for all assignments, unless instructed otherwise.  Failure to do this will result in a loss of points.  You may also be graded on notes taken in class and participation.  If you miss a class period, YOU will be responsible for getting any make-up work and having it completed on the date due, the same as everyone else in class.  If you are late turning in an assignment, you will have 2 class periods to get it turned in for a maximum of half credit.  After this time, it will be recorded as a permanent ‘zero’.  Late papers & papers handed in with no name will either receive a grade dock or no credit will be given.

TESTS:  We will try for a test every 2? or 3? weeks with quizzes mixed in.  Tests will consist of:  Matching, True/False, ID, Multiple Choice, Short Answer, Essay, Problem Solving, etc.  With the essay and short answer sections, I won't grade on the amount written, but will be looking for certain facts and ideas covered in class with your own input added.  I will test over material covered in class, as well as material you are expected to do outside of class, regardless if this is reviewed during lecture/discussion.
AR READING:  Throughout the course of the year, you will read world history related books of your choice.  After reading, you will need to complete and pass an AR test (70%).  This will be a 50 point AR assignment, entered at the end of the fall semester.  Each AR point earned for a historical fiction book will be worth 5 points in the gradebook.  Each AR point earned for a historical nonfiction book will be worth 8 points in the gradebook.  A student may not re-use books from fall to spring.  Deadline for AR points to be completed is December 17th (Fall) and May 20th (Spring).
OBJECTIVES:  These are concepts that we will have covered over the course of the year.  You should be able to:


  1.  Identify the achievements and challenges of the four major river valley civilizations.


  2.  Describe the cultures and contributions of the Greek, Roman, & Byzantine Empires.

  3.  Identify the power & influence of the Islamic Religion.
  4.  Explain the reasons for the Middle Ages and life during that time.
  5.  Explain the impact of the Renaissance, & the Exploration & colonization that took place 1350-1800.
  6.  Describe why Europe & not Asia had the most effect on the Americas, & the world, before the 1900s.

  7.  Explain the colonial movement and its effects on the world-the colonizers, colonized, and their neighboring       countries. (the historical conflict over control of Asia & Africa, & its importance)
  8.  Identify & explain Revolutions that impacted history-Political, Industrial, Agricultural, Urban, etc.

  9.  Describe the effects of imperialism & the reasons for & effects of various nationalistic movements.

10.  Identify significant events leading to conflicts-Seven Years' War, the French Revolution, World War I & II.


11.  Know World War I & II-causes for, people/nations involved, events, & results.


12.  Explain the post-war world that developed.

13.  The historical conflict over control of Asia and Africa, and its importance.

14.  Place historical events in relationship with one another.
15.  Describe the beliefs of past civilizations and reasons for the beliefs.

16.  Understand the impact of religion on civilizations, & how the spread of religions has changed the course of            history.

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE:
 7 Units:


1.  Beginnings of Civilization-4 River Valleys (Ch. 2 Concepts)



*Great Civilizations of the Middle East-Mesopotamia, Egypt, Eastern Mediterranean, etc.



*Great Civilizations in Asia-India & China

2.  Great Civilizations of the Ancient World (Ch. 4-7)



*Rise of Greece-Athens, Sparta, Alexander’s Empire, Cultural Contributions, Leaders, etc.



*Rise of Rome-Growth of the Republic, Empire, Cultural and Religious Contributions, Leaders, etc.



*Ancient Indian and Chinese Civilizations-Cultural and Religious Contributions, Chinese Dynasties

3.  Civilizations of the Medieval World (Ch. 9, 12, & 13)



*Byzantine Empire-Heritage of Rome, Eastern Orthodox Church, Growth of Kievan Russia


*Feudal and Catholic Europe-Feudal system, Franks, Britain, Germany & Italy, etc.



*Revival of Trade and Monetary systems-Crusades, growth of urban areas, patriotism/nationalism

4.  Emergence of Modern Nations (Ch. 14-17)



*Renaissance and Reformation-New Popular Culture, scientific & artistic revolution, religious changes


*Growth of strong central governments in Europe-Spain, France, England, Russia, Austria, & Prussia



*Exploration-reasons for, nations involved, results of, etc.


*Political Revolutions-American & French and results of each


5.  Development of Modern Society (Ch. 19, 20, 22, & 23)



*Cultural/Social Revolutions-Industrial, Agricultural, Transportation, Communications-impact on society


*Central Governments vs. growing philosophy of Liberalism-Britain, U.S., & France



*Unification of Germany and Italy, Monarchies of Russia and Austria-Hungary.



*Imperialism and European competition around the world


6.  World War in the 20th Century (Ch. 24, 25, & 27)



*World War I-causes, events & changes, & results of, including Versailles Treaty & Wilson’s 14 Points 


*Post WWI Tensions-Discontent in Russia and Germany, rise of Fascism, worldwide depression


*World War II-Rise of Hitler, local aggressions & world complacency, events, V-E & V-J ending WWII

7.  The Post World War World (Ch. 28-31)



*Creation of the U.N. and the beginnings of the Cold War between U.S. and U.S.S.R.


*Struggles of Asian nations to gain political stability and economic strength-Japan, China, Vietnam, India



*Emergence of new African and Middle Eastern nations-struggles and challenges with independence



*Role of the U.S. and the Western Hemisphere after WWII
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