World History-WWII Test Study Guide

Vocab/ID

Kellogg-Briand

Manchukuo

Falange

Fascist

Benito Mussolini

Anschluss

Appeasement

Danzig

Axis Powers

Operation Sea Lion

Operation Barbarossa

Operation Overlord

Blitzkrieg

Maginot Line

Dunkirk

Vichy

Isolationists

Know…

Axis vs. Allies-who/countries & their leaders, include Vichy & Free-France
1930 Axis aggression-Germany, Italy and Japan-examples, territory held by 1939/1940, and responses by Allies

Non-Aggression Pact-who and why, results of?
Nazi Wehrmacht-Luftwaffe, Panzers, U-Boats-advantages and disadvantages

Start of war-Poland-when, why, who, resulting actions

Hitler’s blunders-(3) what happened, how could this have been different

Key battles-results and importance of: Dunkirk, Stalingrad, N. Africa, Atlantic, Normandy, “Bulge”, Midway, Okinawa, etc.
U.S. role in WWII-trace the events from 1939-1941 that would get the U.S. involved

Importance of early surrender of Italy to Allies, and Hitler’s attempt to maintain control of

V-E-final days of war in Europe April and May 1945, dates and events

V-J-final stages of war in Pacific-Summer 1945-Okinawa, Manhattan Project, Hiroshima, Nagasaki-dates and events

Yalta Conference-who, where, results of

Results of WWII-Holocaust & Final Solution, Emergence of Air Power, Cold War between U.S. and U.S.S.R.

Possible Essay/writing questions

What was most needed by the Nazi Wehrmacht to be able to operate?  How could this be an “Achilles Heel” in a long war?

Why did the Japanese take the risk of attacking the American forces at Pearl Harbor, ensuring a war with the U.S.?

Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin signed a Non-Aggression Pact in 1939 in spite of deep animosity toward each other’s political and philosophical beliefs.  Why did they do this-what did each hope to gain from an agreement with someone they didn’t like?

What was discussed at the Yalta Conference?  What agreements/promises were made at Yalta in 1945 by the leader of the Soviet Union (U.S.S.R.)?

What happened to Europe-its cities, people, economies, etc. as a result of the policy of appeasement-short term and long term? (describe at least 2 things)

Describe at least TWO events from 1941-1943 that turned the course of the war against the Axis powers, sealing their fate.  Be thorough.

Compare the conduct of war in Europe and the Pacific.  What types of strategies and weapons were essential to the Allied victory in both theaters?  What tactics and strategies were unique to the Pacific?

Describe 2 of Adolf Hitler’s “blunders” (mistakes).  Include:  the situation, what happened/what he did, why this was a mistake, and how the war may have been different had he made a different decision, etc.

