A Quick Guide to the Publication Manual of the 

American Psychological Association (4th Edition) 
I. Citing References within the Text of your Paper:

The citation of another author’s work in the body of your text documents your work and allows readers to locate the source of your information in the ALPHABETICAL reference list at the end of your work.  

· If the work cited has one author, cite the author’s last name each time in the body of the text along with the YEAR.

Example:   …..the findings reported by Johnson (2008) support the swine flu theory.

· If the work cited has 2 authors, cite both AUTHORS’ LAST NAMES each time in the body of the text, along with the YEAR.

Example:……the finding reported by Johnson, and Keith (2008) claim year round school is the most beneficial.
· When a work has more than 2 authors but less than 6 authors, cite all authors the first time the reference occurs; in subsequent citations, include only the LAST of the first author followed by “et al” and the YEAR.

Example:…..Johnson, Keith, Powell (2008) found that……


        ……Johnson, et al. (2008) determined that………

II. Citing References at the end of your Paper:
· The reference list at the end of the paper should contain source you cited in the paper.
· Arrange entries in ALPHABETICAL order by the first author’s LAST name.
· Indent the first line of your entry
· If you have the same author writing more than one article, list the earliest article first.  Example: 1987 before 2008.
III. Examples of entries in your Sources Cited page:

Citing a Magazine Article: 
Holmes, S (1988, Dec.)  The Song of the South.  Newsweek Magazine, 41-47

· Citing an electronic source:
Marx, G (2008).  Juggling Two Jobs.  Retrieved 09/25/2008.  http://www.mrkeithrules.com
· Reference:
American Psychological Association (2008).  Publication Manual  (5th ed.).  Washington D.C.: Smith, A
